The STREGA authors have succeeded in producing a quality tool to assist authors. Trainees and authors preparing their Wrst manuscripts reporting association studies will beneWt not only by perusing the checklist, but also by delving into the accompanying discussion. The rationale for each recommendation is clearly stated, and refers to a series of key publications that describe the underlying issues such as the sorts of biases that can often be inadvertently introduced in genetic association studies. Although one may criticize the use of checklists for reporting a wide range of studies that diVer quite widely with respect to design, methods, disease applications, etc., this approach oVers many beneWts to readers interested in interpreting the results of the thousands of genetic association studies reported every year, many of which lead to quite diVerent conclusions being drawn. Although contradictory interpretations of studies with diVerent designs, phenotype deWnitions, and populations are not wholly unexpected, transparency in reporting of study methods and results will enable users to develop an enhanced appreciation of the reasons underlying conflicting reports.
The editors of Human Genetics are pleased to endorse the STREGA statement. Our Instructions for authors will be revised to include a recommendation that authors refer to the guidelines when they are preparing manuscripts for publication. The instructions to peer-reviewers will suggest that manuscripts reporting genetic associations should follow STREGA recommendations, such that decisions to publish such manuscripts will be based on the quality of the study report, in addition to novelty and scientiWc merit. While the STREGA recommendations are not meant to be rigidly applied, authors of articles which appear to be of scientiWc value and that are considered to be deserving of publication, may still be asked to revise and resubmit articles along with the STREGA checklist, if peer-reviewers are of the opinion that the manuscript is incomplete in some way. If manuscripts become too long in the process, some of the accompanying information may always be posted on the Internet as part of the Supplementary Material Online. Springer, the publisher of Human Genetics, is happy to make the STREGA article freely available on the Human Genetics website: http://www.springer.com/biomed/human+ genetics/journal/439.
